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reproaches against Austria-Hungary, stated in the most
determined manner that it would be impossible for Russia
to admit that the Austro-Serbian quarrel could be settled
between the two parties concerned." He argued shrewdly
that the Serbian promises of 1909, to which Austria made
reference in the ultimatum, were given, not to Austria
alone, but to the Powers; consequently, the question
whether Serbia had lived up to these promises was a Euro-
pean one; it; was for Europe to examine the dossier, and
see whether Austria's charges were well founded.50 More-
over, Austria could not be both prosecutor and judge.
Pourtales replied that it was not practical to submit
the question for adjudication by the six Great Powers,
because the general political attitude of the Powers and
their allied grouping would be the decisive factor in their
judgment of the case. What would be the practical use of
such a "judicial procedure/' if the political friends of Aus-
tria took one side, and her opponents the other? Who
would decide in such a case? He promised, however, to
report Sazonov's idea to Berlin, but "he doubted whether
Germany would expect her ally to lay the results of her
investigation before a European Areopagus. Austria would
refuse, as any Great Power must, to subject to arbitration
a question in which her vital interests were at stake."
Pourtales then urged "monarchical solidarity" and the
danger of countenancing regicides, but Sazonov quickly
shifted the conversation to the broader political ground
that a whole Government and Nation could not be held
responsible for the act of an individual, and that Austria's
charges were by no means convincing. He launched into
50 Sazonov's argument was shrewd and technically quite correct, be-
cause, as Szapary regretted (A.RJB., II, 19), in the ultimatum itself, Ser-
bia was accused, in failing to live up to the promises of 1909, of "acting
in opposition to the will of Europe," and because a copy of the ultima-
tum had been sent "to all the other Signatory Powers" who were
interested in any modifications of the Treaty of Berlin.